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Fthoſe Grand Officers, 'o whoſe 
'3-Onſtoc :rheſe Seales are committed 


” by 


D aperta. are » plurimum prodeſt,. 
«- mterdum | cAmus, nec artendemus, 
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Loraon, , for Thomas 
_ n, ea the White? y DER Chan» 
2 ar5-late-crd, ard | 


CLARISSIMO, 
CONSUL TISSIMO, 
DISER TISSIMOQUE 
VIRO, | 


DOMINO 
Fobanni Churchill 


InagroSomrERSETENST 
Equiti Aurato, 
Magiſtrorum uni venerabilium , 


Florentifiimi Hoſpint. 
LINCOLNITE NSTs; 
De Banco ; 
** Necnon © . 
Hoſpitii ejaſdem © 
Nuper 
Letori Ampliflimo, 


Conſanguineoſuo contbuaioes, 
Patron6que apprimt colendo, 


© Johannes Brydal, Armiger, 
| ac Somerſetenſis, 
Opus hoc exile & perexiguum 


humillime 
D. D. D, D. Conſecravieque. 
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OR, THE 
WY OF 


| ENGLAND, 
1 Touching 
The Kings four prin- 
cipal Seals, viz. I he 
Great Seale, the Pri> 
'| wie Seale, the Exche- 
|| - guer Seale, and'the 
- Signet, 8c, —- 


| 
f H E Law of Eng- 
Eq land- to ſeveral 
[og purpoſes , doth 
;, take eſpecial notice of. di- 
| vers Scales, - aan 


IS 
» " + 4 by a = 
» 7 fs x 
- 
o +® 
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fer 6 OF OE CRETE na.” "A , 
- Se 20 
yy - 
Df the Gzeat Seal. 


to the \Kuzg3/-moſt, Excel- 
levt- Majzelly , ſc.' The 
Great Seale, the Privie 


Seale,the Exchequer Sealy 
yy E: 
Greu ÞHea/alk We tot | 


in the firſt place : for the 
Rule, or axilte 19, 4 
principgligribucs ſes dignt- 
oribus eſt inchoandums 
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ther thing 98, | that paſſe is 
Great Seale. 

The Chancellor of Eng- 
land, or the Keeper of the 


Great Seale of. England, 
is a Lo:d by his Office, 
and is of the moſt honora-- 


1 ble Privie Council,under 
| whoſe hands paſle all Char- 


; ters, Commilhons , and - 


$ Grants of the' King ,-'cor- 
| roborared /or {tr 
| with- the”! Broad 
| without which: Seale' all 


ſuch Inftruments, by'Law = 


are-of no: force ; And: 
the reaſoris; becauſe the 


King is rv/Intendiment” of 
Law a 
therefore nothing 


' firmaly ,. 
f aid Scale. 


Whelſtane oÞ cj; Ev 
Win B 2 _— 


huied- 
ale: 


3 ad | 44d 
under: the. 
"Thorped Keeper hys. 1 _ 
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Realnie, ſame, and the 
Ik place, Aqgthority,Pre- 
nence,::, J u1ſd1Ction, 
xecution/ of Laws 9! and 
all other Cuſtomes, -Com- 
modicies, and NOR, 
as-hath the Lord Chancel 
10 Englind for the ome 


«xi]J, 


ol, 


{IN + Sal. 
4 » .Equat+ Amhority of -the p7 
Chancellor, tharis Cyſios _ 
4715 i Sigilth: and this is, 4- 
-greeable withthe- Judge- 
ment of the ſaid Parliqment 
41n 5Elize But all Qyeſti- 
.ons, Scruples, and doubrs 
arenow taken away bythe 
faid AR of 5 Elie, and 
at this day there being but 
one Great S:al, there can- ue 
.not be both-a Lord Chait- 
 celfor,, and|a Lord Keeper 
of. the. Great + Seal: ar one 
ime, decauſe boch- theſe 
Are but one office, as it is 
+. declaredby the ſaid AQa,* 
_Note,that.thoſe Ratures , * 7 
or: Ads. of Parliament, | 4 
n- make. mention - of =. 
Chancellor only. Sos 3.Inft,, % 
+ -extend to the. .Lord $10G S 
— Kegper alfo, as the fla»'*7 2 
| rutes of 33 H. 6. e: Is 4 
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Dfthe G2eat Seal. 


And 28 H. 8. Cap. 15. + 
Having ſhewed you, 


-in whoſe Cuſtody th: 
Great Szale is, and that 


the Lord Keeper huh th2 


fame -Authority;* that: th2 


Lord Chancellor hath, it 


'will not be much imperti- 


nent to preſent to the 
Candid Reader, the Ery- 


mology of th: word Chan= 
manner how he 18: Crea- 


red , | his © Qualifications, 
his Orh, and Daty, his 
Jurifdi&ion and Auth wris 
ty, his Honor and Pre- 
cedency, his Priviledges, 
his Aſfiltams, and laſtfy 
th: Officers 1hit' are ate - 
tendant on his Lrrdfhip, 


; by virtue of th: Grear 


Seale of England. 


I. The 


I. The Etymology of the 


word Chancellure 


Hename of Chancel- 

lor Caſſiodorus fetch- 
eh from Croſſe Grates 'Ot 
Latteſſes, becauſe Chan- 
- cellors examined matters 
within places ſevered a» 
part,encloſed with partiti- 
ons of ſuch crofle-Barres, 
waich the ..Latines call 
Cancelli :- Regard g faith 
he, to' the Chancellor, 
what name you bear; it 
cannot be h:dden, which 
you doe'withm Latceſfles, 
For.you Keep your Grates 
hgh:ſome, your +Barres 
'open:, and your Doores 
Tranſparent as Windows. 
Whzreby ic1s evident,that 
he. fate within Grartes, 
where he was-to de feen 
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s Df the Gzkat Seal. 

on every (ide, and there f.. 
3t may de tHoght he rock 
thit name.” Bat conſider- 
ing; it was his part ({ai.h 
Gur- Camden) to ſtrike,and 
daſh aut. wh. crofſe Lines 
Latteſs-like, thoſe Letters, 
Commiſtons, Warrants, 
and Decrees paſſed againſt 
Law, and Right, or pre» 
judicial to th2'Common- 
wealth, which not unpro- 
perly they termed to Gan- 
cell, ſome think the name 
of Chancellor came from 
this Cancelling : and in 
a Gloſlary of latter time 
thus we read, A Chancel- 
lor is' be, whoſe, Office is ty 
look into, and peraſe the \ 
Writings, and Anſzers | 
the Emperor 'to Cancell 
what is written amiſſey and. 
to figne that which is wells; 
- Agrecable 
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ty 4 
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- to repeale the Kings'Let+ ' 


\preilife. Litere ff enbes 
diffi Domini Regis 'revo- 


| entrunry'adunllinmury it a Co.4.lall. 
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patents i$4his, , Quod - 


tentur,Candillentur s a 


cnc; & inva/ide pro nulls'gg 
enitus habeantur, © 1ene-- | 
antir > 4c etiem quod Ir* ; 
rotulawent ww: toryadens can” | 
celletnr,” caſſernr, & anno 


gr: of. . Evgiabd: 
| x foreign -Chanceltors, 
may beg have Hot hike. 
Agtbority)-is called Can* 
cellarings 4 Cancellandoyl.0.! 
A digniori parte, being the | 
higheſt point of his Juriſ- = 
diction, to Cancell the 4. 
B ) 'Kwegs-- o : - 


ro Afthe Gzeat Heal. . 


. Kings Letters patents un- 
der the Great Seale, and 
dammng. the Inrolment 
thereof, by drawing trikes 
through it, like'a Lacteſle:; 


2. The Antiquity of this 
> Officer» 
Otch-the Britiſh, and 

_ _.. © F Saxon Kings had their 
_ Chancellors 5 as taking 
fome few Examples before 
the Conqueſt 3\ Edward the 
Confeſſor had Reinbald his 
Chancellor: He had alfo 
Lefricke to his Chancellor: 
King Edgar-had Aduhph - 
King Edred bad Thurkettle: 
a rn the ſame 
ng Athe; 4n, - W "5 
their Chancellors <4 s 


3. His 


_ 


Ifthe: : af -W: al. 
” 


WL WES, 


: 2» His. Creation» 
HeTLo:d (Chancellor 
K-hath no' Commiſſion 
by Letcers' patents, ag all 
ether Jadgesand Sherifftes 
nave ,: bur he receivech 
only tis Anthority by the 
delivery unto-{ him of the 
Great Seale of Evg/ind ; 
and other Grant, or Pa- 
tent: for this great Office, 
there needs no: be,for that . 
the perſon, to' whom this 
Office 1s committed, hath 
the keeping of the Great 
S-ale in his owa hands. 
Thus ſayes one; and to 


the ſame Effet are-.the C0-4- Inſt. 


words of Coke: He is made *7* 
Lord Chancellor of. Ene- 
land, per traditionem magni 
roilli fbi per Dominmm 
ow: and by taking his 
| xe | Oath. 
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Oath. But the forme and 
manner of ordaining 2. 
Chancellor was, 11y he 


: 


time of King | H, . 2.'by 
haoging the Great Seal of 
England about the neck 
of the Chancellor Elect, 

Note, ſome have got- 
ten it by Letters patents 
at will, and one for Term 
of his Lifez but « was 
holden void, becauſe an 
antient Office muſt be 
orantedy as. it bath been 
accuſtomed. 


&. His Qualifications. 


Efdes the natural Fa- 
culties (ſays Sr. Jo. 
Davy) and powers of hi 
mind, Which he - ought to 
have in great.-perfeR i- 
on, be maſt be rniſhed 
with. all Learning , that 

3 hath 


a, B 
——_ > 


. ae 


hath any Relation to the 
- publique good 3Divinity, 
Lan, Policy, Morality and 
eſpecial Elequence, to im- 
part- and. communicate 
all the ret. He-muſt with- 
. allhave a long, and uni- 
| yerſal Experience in all 
the Aﬀaires of the Cam- 
moniealth : He *muſt. be 
accompliſhed, and abſo- 
late in all points of Gra- 
' vity , Conftancy , Wiſe-. 
dome, Temperance, Ju- 
ſtice, Piety, integrity,40g 
all ocher vertues , fit for 
Magiſtracy, and Govern- 
ment; yet fo as the ſame 
de ſeaſoned, and tempered 
with Afability , Gendle- 
neſs, Humanity, Courtehe, 
howbeit without deſcend- 
ing or- diminiſhing bim- 
ſelf, but Rill a - 
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1h, "Df: Great Sea 
his Gigoity, ,. and ho- 
- Nor» Brie Ph he muſibe a 
perſon 'of ſuch vertue-and 

worthineſs;as bis Life m2 
'be x Cenſure,and his Ex- 
ample a Mirror forall o- 
ther Magiftrates. Theſe are 
rhe Excellencies, and per- 
fe&ons,” wherewith the 
Chancellor muſt be quai- 
fied,and xdornec: And thus 
qualified indeed is the 
Right Honorable - Perſq- 
nage,that is now LordH'gh 
Chancellcr of -Eng/ands * 


% 


wy His Duty. 


He Lord Chancellors 
Office and Duty is 
included 3n the Oath, that 
his Lordſhip takerh, np- 
on the delivery of t 
Great Seale, and this 
ſame Oath confifteth upon 
fix 


Sf the Gzeat Seal, 


{  Gxparts; He ſhall Syear: 
' Te: That nell and truly Co.g.Inft. 
be ſhall ſerve owr Soveraign 88. 


' Lord the King, and bus 
Prop/e,in the Office of Chan- 
cellore | 

2+ That he ſhall ave 


right to all manner of peg- 
"_ Poore, wand {4 $02 
ter the Lawns, and uſages 
of the Realme 

3. That he ſhall twwly 
counſe! the King, and Þis 
Comnſel be ſhal! layn; and 
keep. 

4. That he ſhall na 
know, nor ſuffer the bart, 
and diſheriting of the King, 
or that the Rights of - 
Cronne be decreaſed by 
any meant, 4: far as he may 
let it« 

S. And if be may nt 
let it , he ſhall make #t 

34 clearl, 
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| this a' more abfoſute 

over; wo moderate, abd - 
temperate the written Law, 
wdering all things, jaxt« 
erm ot borunyand there- 


” 
*x; 
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ſ e-he is fayd in 'our 
Books, to have two Pow- 
Ers;one Extraordinary,the 
other Ordinary; intimat- 
3ng,” that though: by hs 
* Qrdinary: power mn ſome 
Caſes, he: muſt obſerve 


the forme of proceeding 
as other ordinary Judges, 
yet that.in his Extraordi- 
. Nary power , he is not h- 
mited by the Law but by 
Conſcience, according to 
the- Circumſtances of the 
Mattrer.in Queſtion. And 
this appeares 'qut of the 
words of my Lord- Coke : 
In the Chancery,ſayes he, 
are tivq Courts, one Or- 


dinary, 


———_ Df the G2eat Seal. 
dinary, Coram Nomino Re» + þ 
Co.4.Inſt. ge -#n Cancellarias Wheren 
f 79. 3- the'Lord Chancellor pro» 
Inſt, f. 71-ceeds according to the 
right line of the Laws and 
Sratutes of the: Realme, 
ſeoundum Legem et _ 
etudinem Anglies Anot 
Extraordinary - according 
to the Rule of Equity," ſe= . 
cundnm equnm, & bonus. 
vide 8 E. 4:5. 9 E:4415% : 
14;F«4-7.Sramf:preric- 20, I 
f:65d: Plondens Comment. ' b. 
fe 72+ Hot. Rep. M »tin TY. 
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u- Marſhal, & Key fi 63. 
Of theſe two Powers I ; 
; ſnall ſpeak more: paitjeu) , 


larly, as followeth's} '': | +4 

1. The Lotd Chancel- . 

lor by hisO:dinary power if | 
-may hold. plea of Scite dd 

faciaz', \ tor -repeate.! the ff ' 

Kits Letters: ) Parents, | Y 

t. . under 


- @Dfthe Gzeat Seal. 
under the Great Seal, be- 
ing alwayes inrglled in the 
Court of Chancery, which 
ſaid Writ of Scire facias, 
torepeale, or cancell Let. 
cers Patents, doth Tye in 
this Ordinary: Conrſe ot 

-Jultice jn 3 Caſes, ſc. 

Firſt, when che King by 
his 'Letters Patents 
doth grant by (ſeveral 
etters Patents, one 
| and the ſame thing to 
\ ſeveral perſons, the 
former Patentee ſhall 
have a Scire facias, tO 
repeale the ſecond 
Patent, 
S2condly, when the 
King granteth any 
thing,thac is grantable, 
upon a- falſe ſuggeſt - 
on , the King by his 
Ppcerogative Fure reghoy 
may 
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he writ de: Dore afſignan- 
4'ppo ; Offices ine Bu 

age 6s Recaps 
Maple, ce 

| x 19h of a Stacnre ſta- 
8 ple uponthe Actof 23 H.. 
F Þ: burthe Excnin po 


3's Court of Chancery,in 'H 
reſpe& of their Service or 
Attendance there... Thus 
much of the LordChancel- 
logs: Ordinary 3:97> 
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rrzordinary power, thut is 


Hobarrs abſolute, and unlimited 


Reports 


(though our' of Diſcre- 


Martin V. tion his Lordſhip doth en- 


Marſhall 
& Key. 


tertaine © ſcrme  formes, 
which he. may. juſtly leave 
17 ſpecial Caſes) bindeth 
and looſeth the 
ings of Law, and decideth 
Cauſes, by the'Rules of his 
own Conſcience | He be- 
ne fole Judge borhdp-the 
Court of: Equity, .Aatjd 1n 
the Court: concerning. the 
Common Law, bat. Ca- 


co.4.Ioft, ſesof weight or difficulty 


f. 84. 


he dottafift. himfelk wi 


Realme, and no 'greater 
exception ' can be. taker 
hereunto: than-in caſe: of 
the-Lord -Steivard of Emp 
land: ang ole: Ttid in 
tyat of the Nobjhtyy 


alſo 
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proceed- , 


fome ofthe. Judges of the | 
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of WE 4 
ns 


alſo is ated” with fome 
of the Judges, 
$ - By vertue of this extra- 
7 ordinary power his Lord- 
J ſhip: judges according to 
hisCorfſcience of all Co- 
vins, Frauds, and*De- 
ceipts, of Accidents,Brea- 
ches'of \Truft and! Conft» 
err ph of Defects of Re :::./; 
at Law,of Incercain- -'1'4 42 2-4 
ties, an@ the - like; This fs 
mach of the Lord Chancet: © 
tors Juriſdiftion arditiary, 
and - extraordinary in the 
rope Chancery: k 
to'other 4106s 
Authority, and 
DE Which " enjoy» 
of 'the Delivery of * the 
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throughout England. 
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And ſo 
* likewiſe the Free-Chap- 
pels of the King, or of any 
of his Reyal predeceſſors, 
po Ordinary. ſhall viſir, 
but onely the Chancellne 
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place of the Judge fo 
ceaſing, And rec the 
Lord Chancellor of Exg+ 
land ſhall enter: into the 
Court, where the Juſtice 
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